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NEW FREEDOMS, NEW BEGINNINGS…
I hope you are enjoying a few freedoms as lockdown begins to unlock a little. I am getting quite
disproportionately excited about the prospect of a haircut!
Of course, we have all been “coming out” of lockdown in different ways and at different speeds. It has
been truly lovely as part of our “unlocking” to be able to worship in our church buildings again without
feeling that we are putting people at risk by doing so, and it was wonderful to see so many children egg
hunting in our churchyards too!
One of the coming changes in our church life will be that the parish of Lower Broadheath will formally
become part of this benefice, along with Hallow, Grimley and Holt.
We expect this to happen in early June. In some respects, it may not make a huge difference, but in other
ways I am rather hoping it will. We have all learned a lot in the past year about breaking down barriers
between our four churches - working together to make online meetings and worship run smoothly. That
unexpected need for collaboration on a new project has changed our relationships, increasing both our
desire to think of ourselves as “together” and our propensity to behave as though we belonged together.
This is something we have probably all found in different areas of our lives over the past year. There may
well be people we have connected with in new ways, or people we have properly connected with for the
first time. In all our excitement to go “back to normal” it would be good to spend a little time thinking
about which bits of our “old” normal we would like to leave in the past, and which bits of “lockdown
normal” we would quite like to preserve.
What in the past year has been positive for you?
What have you learned to do or appreciate in a new way?
What new freedoms will you enjoy?
What little treasures have you found unexpectedly in lockdown, that you will carry forward?
Whatever they are, I pray that you will be able to find causes for gratitude and gladness as the summer
approaches.
Blessings
Revd Kalantha
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UPDATE FROM BROADHEATH WITH RUSHWICK WI
Your friendly daytime group

With Spring finally in the air, and lockdown restrictions easing, there was a buzz of anticipation at April’s
meeting. Maybe some of us would actually be able to meet in person before too long. With walking
groups, crafting ventures, and the odd informal coffee and cake, at last we have some lovely outdoor
things to look forward to.
But, on to the main event… Chris Duffin, Britain’s first female prison governor and author of ‘Jail Tales’ was
our guest speaker this month. Meeting on Zoom again, we attracted lots of ‘visitors’ from other local WI
groups and a couple of new members too, for this entertaining and sometimes hair-curling talk.
Many of Chris’s tales were perhaps not quite suitable
for me to recount in a parish magazine, but they
ranged from the hilarious to the heart-breaking.
From HMP Style, to Strangeways, Dartmoor and
Pentonville, Chris became a governor with integrity,
and we were left in no doubt that she tried her very
best to put those in her charge on the road to
rehabilitation, despite the chronic lack of adequate
funding and her run-ins with the then Home
Secretary. One poignant fact that stood out was that 55% of female prisoners have been sexually,
emotionally, physically or financially abused (or all of these). When sent to prison, rather than supported
within their community, their children are put into care and thus another cycle of abuse/crime begins.
Coming up in May, we have a craft session, via Zoom again, and June’s speaker will be telling us all about
the ghostly residents of Hampton Court Palace. We welcome visitors and new members, so please do
make contact if what we’re offering sounds as if it might be up your street.
We meet at 10.30am on the 2nd Wednesday of each month except August.

Angela Cogger (President) 01905 640754
Rachael Hodgetts (Secretary) 01905 641531
Email: broadheathwithrushwickwi@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/broadheathwithrushwick
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Worcester’s Christian Aid Week Appeal – 10th to 16th May 2021
PLEASE, PLEASE read on!
and help Christian Aid help our brothers and sisters across the world, who live in
poverty.
• This year’s Christian Aid Week will be focusing on families in Kenya. Droughts in
Kenya are now more frequent and more intense due to the climate crisis and millions
of people are struggling to get enough food and water. Your donation will help families
become more resilient against climate change and poverty.
• To raise funds, we would encourage you to donate online at Worcester Christian
Aid Week Fundraising 2021 (tapsimple.org). For those who prefer to donate by
cheque, there will be Christian Aid envelopes available during services at Hallow,
Grimley, Holt and Broadheath churches throughout Christian Aid Week. When
returned to church, your Church Wardens will ensure your donations are forwarded to
Christian Aid via your Christian Aid rep.
• If you are able to Gift Aid, the value of your donation will increase by 25% without
costing you anything further. If you give online, you will automatically be directed to a
Gift Aid option. Cheques should be accompanied by a completed Gift Aid form, also
available at our church services throughout Christian Aid Week. If you have any
queries about how to donate, please contact: Doreen Jeeves, Christian Aid Rep, on
01905 640953.
• There will also be the opportunity to enjoy a quiz and to support a Bible Readathon
organised by Worcester Christian Aid. Go to OmBrom Bible Readathon for Christian
Aid Week 2021 (tapsimple.org) and Dot's Quiz (tapsimple.org)

Your gift could help a community to build an earth dam, so when the rains do come, they will
have the water they need to live. The people of Kenya need every last drop to survive
the drought.

DESPARATION

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE

Together, we can STOP this climate crisis. Every gift, every challenge can change lives.
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HALLOW HISTORY ARCHIVES
The Hollies

Whether born and bred in Hallow or a recent arrival, you cannot fail to have noticed the recent
renovations to the long derelict Grade ll listed building in the heart of the village - The Hollies. Built in the
early 19th century, it was home to carpenter John Nutt until his death in 1881. The property was advertised
in the Worcestershire Chronicle and described as ‘...a comfortable residence with five bedrooms.’ There
were detached offices, ‘a Spacious Yard, Wheelwright and Carpenter’s Shop, Shedding, Piggery,
Outbuildings and well fruited Garden. ’The property was bought for £475 by W H Baker.
The 1911 census and 1938 Electoral Register show Harry Brooks, a tailor, his wife Harriet and family were
living at The Hollies. In 1917 Harry expanded the smallholding when he bought just over an acre of ground
from the Bishop of Worcester. In the 1930’s Fanny Brooks ran a school for girls at the Hollies.
John Phipps, who had farmed with his father at
Hatfield, Norton, Worcester, moved with his wife
and daughter Elizabeth from Chaddesley Corbett
to Hallow in the early 1940s. The Phipps owned
two fields which ran from Shoulton Lane along
the footpath where the gas substation is
situated. The family are remembered hand
scything hay from the field. There was an apple
orchard and the family kept chickens and sold
eggs. Mains water was never connected and it
lacked electricity. Since Elizabeth Phipps died in
2009 the house has been uninhabited.
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The property was listed in 1984. The listing describes the interior as unaltered since the 19th century and
includes dog-leg staircase with turned balusters and moulded handrail. It states ‘to the right side elevation
is a former chapel, brick with blue and yellow brick dressings and missing roof. Rectangular in plan, gable
end to road has a pointed arch window; in the angle with the house is a doorway containing some stained
glass panels’.
Members of Hallow History Group took photos of the derelict property before the current restoration was
begun. They illustrate both an earlier way of life and also how dilapidated the property had become.

The ongoing building work has involved demolition and rebuilding of parts of the
property and a new build to the rear. Historical features such as the external fireplace
and the hoist on the barn appear to have been preserved. It will be exciting to see
how the Hollies house and barn will be resurrected and repurposed to become part
of 21st century Hallow.

Ann Finn HHG April 2021
READ OUR RESEARCH TO DATE ON OUR WEBSITE: www.hallowhistory.org.uk
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“We’d like to
have our
baby
baptised”
Lots of families would have loved to celebrate the
arrival of a new baby in 2020 but, because of COVID
restrictions, were not able to gather family and
friends together.
Part of that celebration might, for you, be a
Christening (also called a baptism).
Christening is about beginning a journey of love and
faith, with the church community to support you.
It’s for anyone (not just babies!) who wants to go on
that journey. The church does not charge for
christenings.
Now that restrictions are lifting, if you would like to
talk about a christening, please do contact me:
rev.kalantha@gmail.com
8
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Climate Emergency brief – your little bit and banking.
You may remember from our Parish briefing “Our future in a changing world” the other month that we
finished up by questioning what the government has done – or to be more exact hasn’t done - since a Paris
Agreement in 2015. And then making the point that our little bit times 60 million amounts to a big impact.
Most of us use banks. Banks and the way they invest our money have a huge impact on the economic
system and those sectors that they choose to invest our money in. So, I decided I’d have a look at what my
bank – Barclays is doing in respect of the climate emergency.
Here is their claim: Barclays. Our ambition to be a net zero bank by 2050
We believe that Barclays can make a real contribution to tackling climate change and help accelerate the
transition to a low-carbon economy.
It’s our ambition to be a net zero bank by 2050. We’re already net zero emissions from our own
operations; our focus now is on reducing the client emissions that we finance. That starts with aligning our
financing with the Paris Agreement, across not just lending but our capital markets activity as well.
We also committed to specific goals to help accelerate the transition to a low-carbon economy: £100bn of
green financing by 2030.
Now for their track record to date.
Barclays and HSBC have collectively invested over £149 billion in coal, gas, oil, tar sands and fracking since
the Paris Climate Agreement was signed in 2015, making them the seventh and twelfth worst banks in the
world respectively, and the two worst in Europe, for financing climate change.
Needless to say, I will be switching my bank account and I have already advised Barclays as to the reason.
I also found this website which appears to be very useful for checking out what your own bank is has been
doing in respect of the climate emergency:
https://switchit.money/
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We checked with Triodos Bank, who are known as one of the leading sustainable banks in the UK, on the
process of switching once you have selected your new ethical climate friendly bank. Apparently, it is
straightforward with your new bank undertaking to arrange the transfers of direct debits, standing orders
etc. As a Payee - your pay/pension/ goes on a divert and you have up to 3 years to notify of your change of
bank. . There are also other ethical banks that will be offered from the above switchit link
So, what about paying in cash? Well, my bank Barclays closed the nearest branch in St Johns a few years
back. So now I can make my way to the High Street in the centre of Worcester go to through door and be
faced with a wall of computers!
Or as I already do – you can just pop into our local post office at Hallow and Lee will sort – or Holt were
Nick will sort, where both supply you with a very personal service. The Post Office provide this service for
the majority of banks otherwise it is online banking and paying in cheques by post.
Check your bank and see whether they are part of the problem or operating in a way that is it contributing
to the climate emergency solutions!
Tread Lightly!
Dave

Hallow Parish Hall 100 Club
April Winners 2021
Congratulations!

1st Prize: No.12 Mrs. M. Tipping

£50

2nd Prize: No.52 Mrs. A. Carter

£25

3rdPrize: No.49 Mrs. C. Dolton
No.93 Mrs. L. Harris

£10
£10

Thank you all for your membership renewals they are really vital for the continued upkeep of the
Hall.
Stay Safe!
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HALLOW HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY – a brief history.
In 1929, the Hallow Association was formed with 162 members, increasing to 231 the
following year - an amazing rate of growth. The aims of the Association were, amongst
other things”…..To promote a friendly and united spirit amongst the members by
means of Educational and Social gatherings to be arranged periodically in the
Hall….”
Then, in the early 1930s, a Horticultural Society was formed with meetings held, shows
organised, Presentation Cups awarded (one for Junior exhibitors and another for (adult)
Vegetable classes). It is unclear when and why this Society ceased to exist, and no
records appear to have been preserved after 1969. However, it was resurrected by the
Hallow Association in 1980 who enlisted the assistance of Worcester Beekeepers.
Today’s Society was formed in January 1985 with a committee of 10, plus 100 members. Regular
meetings were arranged, and two Shows each year.
Now, the present-day Society still organises two Shows each year but with 2 Junior cups awarded,
and 18 cups/trophies for other classes. The annual programme includes an AGM, 8 monthly
meetings with a Speaker, plus many other social occasions, outings, and activities. Like all
organisations, with restrictions brought about by Covid, all such things came abruptly to an end in
March 2020. Since then we have been able to keep in touch by e-mail, with weekly messages from
members offering excess seedlings and plants to others, information and ideas have been
exchanged and articles written. In 2019 membership reached a healthy 85 people, with two thirds
re-joining in February 2020, before Covid put a stop to further meetings. Our e-mails go out to
members, plus others who are interested in what we do, a total of 80 households, and we’re looking
forward to meeting again just as soon as it is deemed safe to do so.
Some of you may think that ‘Society’ sounds a bit formal, possibly too serious. This is definitely not
the case. Many of our members have a great deal of knowledge of plants and trees, but there are
equally quite a lot of us that just enjoy our gardens, growing things to eat or just something that is
good to look at.
We are proud to be able to say that the aims set out in 1929 (highlighted above) still exist today and
are achieved - just come to a meeting when it is possible – and see the happy faces and listen to
the chatter. You will be made very welcome. In the meantime, if you would like to receive our
weekly e-mailings please get in touch with our chairman, Andrea Unwin - address as below:
andrea@andyu.plus.com
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HELP NEEDED PLEASE
Although there are no cost implications in the textile part of our event
at the end of May we do need to raise some funds towards the cost of
flowers which is the supporting part of the event and are asking for
donations towards these.
If you are in a position that you are able to help, we would be very
grateful. The donations may be in memory of a loved one ( in which case
we would record their names if you would like us to ) or just because
you would like to support us as we make our first tentative steps (as
allowed) out of lockdown. Let’s hope that we never have to use that
dreadful word again!!!
Donations, with cheques made out to Hallow Church Flower Guild,
should be sent to Freda Davies, 45 Beaconhill Drive, Worcester WR2
6DR

Hay Festival

The University of Worcester is hosting two lunchtime lectures at this year’s hugely popular Hay Festival,
widely regarded as one of the world's top literary festivals.
The Festival programme was released on Tuesday (April 20) with a host of fascinating talks and workshops,
including two online talks held in partnership with the University.
Professor Suzanne Schwarz, from the School of Humanities, will be discussing her work with the British
Library, tracing the lives of individuals affected by the transatlantic slave trade, in a talk to be broadcast on
Friday, May 28 at 1pm (https://www.hayfestival.com/p-17776-suzanne-schwarz.aspx).
On Tuesday, June 1, Dr Duncan Westbury, from the School of Science and the Environment, will deliver a
fascinating talk (https://www.hayfestival.com/p-17885-duncan-westbury.aspx) titled ‘Gardening for
Wildlife and Sustainable Food Production’.
14
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A DIFFERENT PERSEPCTIVE
Last month a piece was published in this magazine about decolonising academic
curricula, and expressing some frustration about the process. This month, a piece
(below) expresses a very different perspective. Within the readership of this
magazine there will be many different views on a subject like this. However,
whatever our views may be on the change of perspective on particular historical
events, or the change of use of particular vocabulary, the words we use really do
matter.
As Christians we speak of Jesus as "The Living Word" and the bible tells us that
"out of the overflow of the heart, the mouth speaks". We have all had experience
of words that have truly helped us, or truly hurt us.
This is why the right word, at the right time, can be such a comfort and
consolation to us. It is also why words like "ni**er, p**i, c**n," etc are no longer
used. Similarly, certain words used to describe people living with disabilities are
not used any longer. Those of us who have experienced privilege may well be
blind to it, and may not easily "see" what is going on for those who do not share
our privileged position. The realisation that this is so and that it is reflected even
in the words we are accustomed to using can be profoundly uncomfortable!
We are all aware of the horrible effect that cyber bullying on social media has had
on the mental health of many people- old and young. There have been many well
publicised incidents of self-harm and even suicide resulting from the use of words
chosen to belittle and wound others.
Wherever we land on the spectrum of views on decolonisation, we would all do
well to consider what we can do to empower those people who have been
disempowered, and to level the playing field for all those who are growing up
today.
Revd Kalantha
**************************

THE NEED FOR DECOLONISATION: By LISA PORTER
The need for decolonisation is very real. Rather than being a symptom of the ‘world going
mad’ it is a reflection of societies increased awareness of privilege and the need to redress
the balance of power (which historically has favoured the able-bodied white middleclasses) and re-think what we celebrate within society. Decolonisation is not simply about
black and ethnic minority discussions, but about the wider perspective. It is about
unconscious bias – not being blinkered by our own single perspective and allowing other
16

voices and perspectives to be heard and to change the narrative. Hearing other
perspectives can challenge us, and this may feel uncomfortable. Particularly in recognising
our own privilege. But this is necessary for positive change to happen. There are many
individuals and groups who have traditionally lacked a voice and been underrepresented in
society including (but not limited to) Black, Asian, Minority Ethnic (BAME) and disabled
people. It is right to look at redressing the imbalance of power because we now know
better than our ancestors did, and we are becoming more aware of privilege and its impact
on individuals and within society.
Britain has been decolonising for decades. When statues were created of the ‘great’ (mainly
white men) some of whom had become ‘great’ by trading slaves, this in itself was a revision
of history by Britain. The history of the British empire has historically been revised, made
‘great’ and palatable to British society – by those in positions of power. As such this has
impacted on the education provided in the UKs schools, colleges, and universities – again
influenced by those in positions of power and perpetuating the imbalance of power within
society. The result has been an education which celebrates and promotes white British
able-bodied individuals giving advantage and superiority to particular groups and which
maintains the traditional power structures. However, this makes others from different
backgrounds feel inferior, it is disempowering, inequitable and it stifles other perspectives
and diverse opportunities. Now that there is a heightened awareness of the narratives and
discussion around decolonisation many opportunities are created. The opportunities enable
a fresh look at educational curriculums from a more diverse perspective, to better reflect a
more diverse modern society and ensure teaching and resources are more accessible for
all, reflective of wider perspectives, celebrate and inspire a variety of backgrounds. I
personally welcome this increased focus and will do what I can to support diversity and
inclusivity.
The ‘What is privilege’ short video (4 mins) on this web page (scroll down towards the
bottom) shows how a simple exercise can really demonstrate how privilege (or lack of it)
can advantage (or disadvantage) people and is worth a watch:
https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/about-us/university-structure/service-areas/equalitydiversity-and-inclusion/freda/whiteness-and-white-privilege
Also a short interview (4 mins) with James Corden about his white privilege is also
interesting and explains what we can do as individuals:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BUB3MGWT3xo
Anyone wishing to learn more may find the following articles of interest:
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jun/18/lying-history-britain-statuesslave-trade
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/jun/10/white-guilt-on-its-own-wont-fixracism-decolonising-britains-schools
Lisa Porter
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GETTING OLDER
Apart from increasing aches and pains, short term memory not so good,
hair thinning out or not there at all, teeth thinning out or not etc…….!
Sight fading, hearing too? Health issues, being first in the queue for
Covid vaccinations, being called “dear”, dearie” or “love” by people you
don’t know - What does getting older mean to you?
For me it seems to be …Getting angry! And what about? Nothing very
important of course.
The BEEB used to be the top-notch television channel, presenters
spoke in clipped well-polished English, so much so that listening to it
now is amusing. Today, on the BEEB - anything goes, regional dialects
are lovely to hear in the main part, though some really grate on my ear.
Words now are pronounced in different ways to how I was taught, the only one that comes to my
aged mind (short term memory loss, and all that) is PRIVACY. Now it seems you have to say “preye-vacy” not “privacy” as in “privy”. If I hear that these days, I end up shouting at the screen
“PRIVACY, for goodness sake!” Today, I have looked on the web and found out that this
pronunciation is American – okay if you’re from the USA but this particular presenter has a cockney
accent! No tees or aitches to be heard at all.
Then there’s the weather forecast - on the BEEB, I am told that the weather will be a bit ‘blowy’ whatever happened to ‘breezy’ or ‘windy’, even ‘gusty’ would be acceptable. But ‘blowy’ - I’m not
three years old, I’m an adult listening to the weather forecast - give me the plain truth without the
baby language. Also ‘slippy’ - why not ‘slippery’, though here I stand to be corrected as apparently
either word can be used, except ‘slippy’ sounds baby-ish to me. “A few spits and spots” - do you
mean ‘showery?’ I say to myself indignantly.
My late mother-in-law was a strange lady, or so I thought when I was in my twenties. She would
argue and talk to the TV – now I’ve started to do the same. Again, looking online, I find this could
be the first warning sign of dementia. Well, I feel so irritated with what I hear, that I certainly do get
to feel demented!
Another thing she’d do was, being in charge of a TV remote control (in those days quite a rarity),
when you would be enjoying a good drama, someone would start a bit of kissing and cuddling and
you’d suddenly find yourself ‘switched over’ to another channel – the comment being “We’ve had
enough of that old tutt”! Her word for rubbish. Well, I don’t do that, as these days you’d never get
to see a full programme - and not just kissing, and cuddling, even canoodling, but the full Monty,
and not just men and women but quite often the same sex too.
Oh, Mary (Whitehouse) we need another like you to clean up our screens,
even just a little bit. I know people can be sick, I just don’t want to see it in
great detail on the TV, and not on a medical programme either, just a
drama. Recently I’ve even seen a lady sitting on a toilet having a pee with
full sound effects. Is it necessary to show that in the interests of being true
to life? We do many other things on a daily basis (if we’re fortunate
anyway) so how long before we’re treated to other sights on the TV that
ought to be considered private.
…………….. Well, I did say at the beginning that my anger stems from unimportant things and most
likely because I’m getting older.
Andrea Unwin
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HALLOW PARISH COUNCIL CLERK ADVERT

Hallow Parish Council is seeking to appoint a Parish Clerk. The Clerk will be responsible for
managing the day-to-day business of the parish council, including the production of the agenda/
minutes for all council meetings, liaising with outside bodies and implementing council decisions
and actions arising. This position is home based and some attendance at evening meetings will be
required. The Clerk will be the Responsible Financial Officer and responsible for the careful
administration of its finances. The successful applicant will have excellent communication, finance
and organisational skills, alongside a high level of IT experience including use of online accounting
tools.
The post is part-time for up to 40 hours per month. The salary will be pro rata for part time working
and paid at £28,672 pro rata (Scale 24 NALC revised pay scales Aug 2020. £14.90 per hour, ref
standard working week for local government staff of 37 hours).
The applicant will hold the Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA) or be willing to
achieve this qualification within 24 months of commencing employment. This training would be
parish council sponsored. Experience as a parish clerk or a working knowledge of parish council
procedures is preferred but not essential if required competencies can be demonstrated.
A candidate information pack including application form, job description, list of specific
responsibilities and required competencies is available from: hazelkemshall@gmail.com or via
our website at: https://www.hallowpc.co.uk
Informal inquiries can be made to the current Parish Council Chair, Hazel Kemshall on
hazelkemshall@gmail.com
The closing date is June 14th and shortlisted candidates would be invited to an interview in person
with social distancing restrictions in place, or by ZOOM, subject to the prevailing government
Covid restrictions and guidance. If a shortlisted candidate is subsequently required to self-isolate
during the period covering the interview date, then the interview will be rescheduled.
The Parish of Hallow is situated around three miles north of the centre of Worcester. Hallow has
approximately 1200 electors and is regarded as a pleasant community within which to reside and
work. Hallow Parish Council meets generally on the second Monday of each month – often at
Hallow School and occasionally at the Parish Hall.
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HALLOW WI
Another month under our belt and we have just reached the first of the steps towards getting back to
‘normality’. I was glad to be able to get back to the shops, however it wasn’t the most brilliant experience. I
went to town the first day that shops were open where, before 9am, I was confronted with dozens of
women sporting huge Primark bags and when I passed the shop later the queue outside reached all the
way to the High Street. I’m afraid I wasn’t interested in buying clothes, especially when I haven’t worn
most of mine for well over a year and when they do emerge it will be as if they are new – or of course they
won’t fit me!! I did notice that stock in some of the shops was quite depleted and it will probably take time
to replenish – if ever. Sadly of course there are some shops that will not open again. The other queues I
encountered were mums and kids outside hairdressers! I never had that problem – after buying dog
clippers for our first dog some 50 years ago – I then graduated onto my boy’s and my husband’s hair so we
saved a fortune on haircuts over the years!
In mid-April, Hallow WI were invited to join Broadheath with Rushwick at their monthly meeting (online of
course) to listen to their speaker Chris Duffin telling us about her life in the penal service and how she
became the first female prison governor of Strangeways. She had a huge variety of tales she could tell
about the ‘inmates’ – some funny, some sad and some rude! And she has written a book called Jail Tales
(available on Amazon for only £5 – proceeds of which go to a charity she supports). She did say that this
country is the second highest, next to the USA, for sending people to prison and she was adamant that an
awful lot of women were ‘behind bars’ for minor crimes like not paying Council Tax etc, and a lot of
children end up in care because their mums are in prison. She suggested that this would be an ideal subject
for WI to campaign about and raise awareness of.
Currently, there are a number of online talks and activities being run by WI including painting,
photography, cooking, Zumba, playing the spoons and a quiz – so ladies either access the WFWI website or
see your WFWI News.
I am pleased to say that the majority of our members have renewed their membership – we have of course
lost a few due to moves or illness but it’s very heartening to see that our ladies still value the ethos of WI
and can’t wait until we can meet up in person. Promisingly, the weather is improving slowly but surely –
presently fabulous sunshine but with a sting in the tail! The very cold air temperatures. Fingers crossed we
will be able to have our planned get-together as soon as we can, safely!
Jeanette Riddex, President

Holt WI
In this last month, Holt WI issued its last newsletter, held its last AGM and
distributed Easter gifts to all members. After 102 years, the time has come to
close down, but friendships made, experiences enjoyed, skills learnt and
knowledge acquired will stay with us all.
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District News
by Dean Clarke
Hallow & Grimley District
Councillor
Any concerns or suggestions…
640850 or deanrclarke@gmail.com

Getting to meet you
The great thing about the forthcoming County Council Election (6th May ) is that it has given me a great
excuse to get out, wander around, look at what’s happening and to chat with folks I have not met for some
time. I decided not to stand, so Pat and I have been out delivering leaflets for a fellow Independent Daniel
Walton. We had a particularly enjoyable Sunday morning stroll about recently chatting to Sybil, Isobel and
Wendy and around Parkheath, meeting up with Pat Jackson who was just back from church. Delivering
around Monkwood took somewhat longer than expected when Carol and Bill invited us for a now legal,
outdoor cup of coffee. A trip down Shoulton resulted in a gossip with Paul Hayes and his wife and later with
one of my longest friend John Barker. So you can see why I enjoy elections! Whoever wins for County I hope
to work with them just as well as I did with Phil; it works so much better for you.
Out of the chair
My extra year as Chair of MHDC council is coming to a rapid end. The enjoyable sociability of joining with
other chairs and mayors (the Chain Gang) in the first year inevitably disappeared with COVID, and there
were very few official engagements in this last year. One of my last events is to go to the Cathedral for a
service commemorating the life of Prince Philip Duke of Edinburgh. I think for my generation this may have
a particular resonance as he was a contemporary of my parents… particularly in my case as mum and dad
both served through the war in the navy. I seem to remember in my early school years many pictures of the
young royal family displayed on the walls. The queen and her family have our great sympathy.
The Wagon Wheel
Grimley PC called an extra ordinary parish (and very well attended) meeting to discuss the future of the
Wagon Wheel. I must admit on a personal basis I am torn about this. I can see how the owners wish to
maximise their funds by developing the site but pubs when lost are not being replaced… we have lost the
Royal Oak and the Hunters in recent years, whilst at the moment the Crown shows no sight of opening; with
Sasha sadly having been forced out. I think it a pity that the idea of trying to establish the Wagon Wheel as
a community owned pub seems not to be progressing. Fingers crossed, maybe a offer for it as a pub will
become more acceptable to Guillano and his wife.
Beer and Coffee
I understand the New Inn at Sinton Green, and the Fox at Monkwood are both opening and I hope to have
a pint very soon with Jim down at the Camp to celebrate his and Lyn’s 50 years there. Hopefully events in
Hallow club, the Peace Hall and Hallow Parish Hall won’t be too long delayed. Of course if you want to enjoy
a coffee/chat, the outdoor Café cabin up at Top Barn with its socially distanced seating and play area has
been open for some time.
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Moving towards normal
As I write Pat and I now have more acceptable hair styles (well I just needed a spit -n -polish) thanks to
Gemma Saunders. We have been bubbling with Darwyn and Isaac for some time (they seem to have taken
ownership of the cake tin !) It has been a long six months since we have been able to see their cousins
Persephone and Rafferty… however we are soon to make that journey. Huw says that Persephone already
has her purse full with money ready for her Nan to show her how to shop.
But still keep taking care
Remember, the figures are looking very good, our NHS has been incredible with the vaccination program,
but remember Covid is still out there… therefore wear a mask and stay socially distanced.

HALLOW NEIGBOURHOOD PLAN EXAMINATION RESULT
The Neighbourhood Development Plan for Hallow has passed Independent Examination.
The Examiner confirmed the following:
•

The site allocated within the NDP is confirmed and will in effect form an extension to the current
build opposite the Ladygo shop. This should help to meet our housing allocated target up to 2041.
• All views and local green spaces were agreed.
• The Conservation Area policies were agreed.
• Policies on protection of heritage assets were agreed.
• A large amount of Green Infrastructure around Hallow was agreed.
• The Examiner supported the housing numbers for Hallow as 40.
• The Design Code for Hallow was accepted-this should help to ensure more sympathetic house
design and boundary features, and encourage new developments to “fit better” with the look of
the village.
The Examiner’s report can be found on the Hallow Parish council website or by contacting Hazel on
hazelkemshall@gmail.com or 01905 641 632.
The Examiner has made some recommendations for change, and a Referendum version is now being
prepared. It is expected that Hallow will vote on the plan this summer (date to be confirmed). All eligible
voters in the Parish will receive a ballot notification in due course. Once adopted the Hallow NDP has
planning weight.
For more information and access to the comments made and the Parish Council’s replies please go to:
https://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/neighbourhood-planning/hallowneighbourhood-plan
where you can find the plan, supporting documents and evidence, Examiner’s report, and the comments
made by consultees and the responses of Hallow Parish council.
Hallow Parish Council extends thanks to all those persons and organisations who have helped to progress
this important plan for Hallow.

Hazel Kemshall
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Love working outdoors and don’t mind getting your hands dirty?
Have a few hours to spare from time to time?
Love meeting sociable, likeminded people of all age groups?
Enjoy fabulous homemade cakes?
Then come and join the Grimley Churchyard Gardening Group.
Working party sessions throughout the year on various Saturday mornings from
10.00am to 1.00pm
FREE TEA, COFFEE, SQUASH, CAKES for all volunteers.
CHECK GRIMLEY PARISH FACEBOOK PAGE FOR NEXT WORKING PARTY DATE
OR CONTACT
BRIAN THOMPSON ON 07733 187165 / brianandbevthompson@btinternet.com
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

You do not have to attend the church to get involved with us.
The Group made a fabulous start during 2020 clearing and removing many years
of overgrown plants/scrub/weeds.
If lockdown has made us aware of anything it’s that these outdoor spaces are
so valuable to us all.
With our combined efforts it will continue to be a green space enjoyed by many.
Bring your children with you, all ages welcome.
Just turn up with gloves and some secateurs/spade/fork etc
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Hallow Village Community Group
~ NEWS ~
people worldwide to build up their skills and
to get the best out of their lives whilst helping
others. Alice has been litter picking and
under the guidance of Jane Wilson has
replanted an area in Holly Bank. Well done
Alice, a fitting tribute to the late Duke.

Hallow Village Litter Pick
Sunday 11TH April
It was a bit touch and go that we would get
this done, what with the snow and rain, but
the sun came out just in time and the village
received its planned Spring clean. Despite
the wonderful efforts of Jeff Byatt who you
will see out regularly in the village centre and
others who look after their own areas, we still
managed to collect 12 bin bags full. So
thanks to the eleven volunteers who took
part. So disheartening though when within
hours a fast food container plus contents
appeared on Shoulton Lane corner.

If you have a community story, do get in
touch, we need good news at the moment.

Community Committee
Time passes quickly and we are conscious
of the fact that some of us are getting a bit
long in the tooth! We, therefore, appeal to
our younger community folk to think about
joining us. Apart from wanting young ideas
we could do with younger physicality when
setting up events. Do please get in touch,
you will be made most welcome, it’s
worthwhile fun!

Good news – less doggy-doos! Don’t forget
– Stoop and scoop that poop! Posters seem
to be having an effect. Thanks to Sara and
others for help in displaying them.

Members News

The good news, during lockdown we have
received many requests to join the group,
particularly from newcomers to the village.
We look forward to meeting you all when we
get back to normal.

A topical piece of news - congratulations to
Alice Thornber of Parkfield Lane, who has
completed her three months of community
work for her Bronze Duke of Edinburgh
Award. A wonderful scheme set up by the
late Duke, which has empowered young

Summer Event on the Field
We are keeping our fingers crossed that we
can take a step towards normality at the end
of August with a Fun Day for all ages; a
picnic, sports, live music, games and
attractions. Watch this space for details.
LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR
CONTINUED SUPPORT
Further details from secretary:
joyfulcher@btinternet.com Phone 641691.
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SECONDS OUT
a light-hearted swipe at a very serious matter
You and I and millions of our fellow citizens have recently taken part in a mammoth (that’s
very, very big) vaccination programme. As our names were called, we took our places in
nominated vaccination centres (health centres, hospitals etc) where we faithfully rolled up
our sleeves and received a pin-prick dose of the vaccine to help us resist an attack from
the world threatening coronavirus.
This process grew to rival the weather as a popular talking point. People could be heard
exchanging notes on dates, follow-up dates, aftereffects and so on. Such popularity
inevitably led to it having a nick-name and throughout the population it became known
as ‘the jab’ which is quite appropriate since many ‘jabs’ were administered in sports stadia,
and jab is, after all, a sporting term. The sport in question being the ‘noble art’ of boxing’.
Mention of boxing brings back to me (and others of advanced years) names like Mills,
Woodcock, Cooper and Louis. These men were all heavyweights. and they were past
masters at delivering a painful jab. It must be said that they were not so clever at avoiding
a well-aimed jab. Often, they would face the final bell with a face reminiscent of raw liver.
If you examine the canvas on which battles had been fought you will see dark brown spots,
lines and swirls together making abstract art, though possibly not of a high enough
standard to be exhibited at ‘Tate Modern’
In twenty-twenty we acquired the habit of tuning in to the Prime Minister’s regular briefings
where we were kept informed as to the steps we should take to protect ourselves and
others against coronavirus. We also took note of Boris Johnson’s current hairstyle as he took
the chair aided and abetted by Matt Hancock, Chris Whitty , Susan Hopkins, June Raine,
Jonathan Van Tam and Patrick Vallance. These were title holders’ and some were genuine
‘heavy weights’ in the war against Covid. They, and others like them, defined how we
should behave and drew up sets of ‘lockdown rules’ just as the Marquess of Queensbury,
long, long before Covid, laid down rules for boxing and the behaviour of boxers. To achieve
a (more or less) level playing field. boxers perform their art with, and against, their
opponents in well-defined divisions according to bodyweight; whereas to help us fight the
coronavirus, we were arranged in groups according to age. A major difference here is that
boxers are permitted to deliver and receive jabs; while we are allowed only to receive.
We can take consolation in being given one or two jabs, but participants in the noble art
can receive them in countless numbers. If there was a pun in that please forgive me!
Maurice Whitehouse
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Grimley Gravel Pits Birdwatch
April 2021
March has been quiet a month with the river Severn flooding not once but twice, with many acres of riverside
pastures under water, what is surprising the Cattle Egret has taken to the higher ground in these wet times
and becoming a regular sighting at the Church farm meadows with its stay being over 2 months to be seen
feeding with the cattle close by to the hay wracks, over the months the bird has become a talking point not
only with birdwatchers but dog walkers and local villagers taking a stroll.
The 1st of the month started off well with the sighting of a Whitefronted Goose at Retreat farm. At Camp lane pools there were 3
Goldeneye ducks, Siskin, Cetti’s Warbler, and at Top Barn a Little
Egret and 6 Goosander on the pool.
On the 2nd at Church farm there were reported 2 Oystercatcher,
Redpoll, Linnet and the Cattle Egret. And what a surprise to be seen
and heard was the melodious very early spring migrant Willow
Warbler at the top of an Ash tree.
A welcoming sign that spring is on the way was the sighting of 3 Sand Martin skimming over the pools feeding
on the wing, also Dunlin, Redshank and a Shelduck. By the 6th at Camp lane there were Goosander and 5
Goldeneye what was a very good sighting. On the same day was the report of a Marsh Harrier drifting high
over the pools, and another exceptional bird to be recorded at the New workings on the 7" was a Rock Pipit
and 5 Shelduck, and at Holt a Black-tailed Godwit was present on the 9th. The 10" saw 3 Pintail - this is a very
elegant chocolate and white duck.
By the middle of the month numbers of Greylag Geese
had increased to 40+ in the area. On the 14" 2 Greatwhite Egret were reported at the Wagon wheel pools
and 8 Goosander at Top Barn. By the 18" the Sand Martin
numbers had increased to 30 + and on the 20" the first
Wheatear was recorded at Camp Lane.
What was a good record was a Marsh Tit at Wild Goose
nature reserve, and the sighting of the month on the 23rd
was of 5 Garganey at Holt {sling pool}. This very striking duck stands out with its very bold eye stripe that is
shown by the male and is a spring and summer visitor to our shores, the 23rd also recorded a jacksnipe
flushed at the Wagon Wheel Lane marshy meadows this bird is very similar to the common Snipe but is more
dumpy. On the 24th at Holt the Garganey are still present and a Black-tailed Godwit and 3 Redshank . On the
25th the first Swallow was recorded, as we approach the end of the month things start to get better with a
Red Kite over on the 26th , 27th.
What a day at Church farm meadows with a very rare sighting of 2 Mealy Redpoll with lesser Redpoll and
Wheatear, Swallow and Linnet, on the 28" saw an Osprey over the pools and finally on the 3Ist at Holt 3
Garganey, 2 Little-ringed Plover and 1 Green Sandpiper. Recording a total of 114 different Species,
R.O. Blackmore
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Readings and Collects for
Sundays In May 2021

Sunday 2nd May 2021
(Philip & James Apostles)
Isaiah 30 15-21
Psalm 119.1-8
Ephesians 1 3-10
John 14 1-14

Almighty Father, whom truly to know is eternal life: teach
us to know your Son Jesus Christ as the way, the truth,
and the life; that we may follow the steps of your holy
apostles Philip and James, and walk steadfastly in the way
that leads to your glory; through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Sunday 9th May 2021
(Rogation Sunday)
Acts 10 44-end
Psalm 98
1 John 5 1-6
John 15 9-17

God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the power
of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of your Son:
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, so by
his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen

Sunday 16th May 2021
(7th Sunday of Easter)
Acts 1 15-17, 21-26
Psalm 1
1 John 5 9-13
John 17 6-19

O God the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son
Jesus Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in
heaven: we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, but
send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us and exalt us to the
place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, who is
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen

Sunday 23rd May 2021
(Pentacost)
Acts 2 1-21
Psalm 104 26-end
Romans 8 22-27
John 15 26,27 & 16 4b-15

God, who as at this time taught the hearts of your faithful
people by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit:
grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgement in
all things and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort;
through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, who is
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen

Sunday 30th May 2021
(Trinity Sunday)
Isaiah 6 1-8
Psalm 29
Romans 8 12-17
John 3 1-17

Almighty and everlasting God, you have given us your
servants grace, by the confession of a true faith, to
acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity and in the
power of the divine majesty to worship the Unity: keep us
steadfast in this faith, that we may evermore be defended
from all adversities; through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
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MAY CHURCH SERVICES
We hope to hold the following services in our church buildings in May.
This is subject to COVID guidelines etc so PLEASE CHECK
www.hallowchurch.co.uk for changes before you venture out!
Sunday May 2nd 8.30am BCP Communion Grimley Church
Rev. Kalantha Brewis
10am Holy Communion Hallow Church
Rev. David Morphy
11am Holy Communion Lower Broadheath
Rev. Kalantha Brewis
Sunday May 9th 8.30am BCP Communion Holt church
Rev. Kalantha Brewis
10am Holy Communion Hallow Church
Rev. Kalantha Brewis
11am Morning Worship Lower Broadheath
Ian Craigan
Sunday May 16th 10am Morning Worship Hallow Church
Paul Wilcox
11am Holy Communion Lower Broadheath
Rev. Kalantha Brewis
Sunday May 23rd 8.30am BCP Communion Holt church
Rev. Kalantha Brewis
10am Holy Communion Hallow Church
Rev. Kalantha Brewis
11am Morning Worship Lower Broadheath
Barbara Beard
Sunday May 30th 10.30am United Group Communion Grimley Church
Rev. Kalantha Brewis
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The West
Worcester Beacon
Group of churches
Follow us online!
Our website:
www.hallowchurch.co.uk
(this gives details of all
four of our churches)
Our YouTube Channel:
“West Worcester Beacon Group
of Churches””
Our Facebook Page:
“West Worcester Beacon”
Instagram:
west_worcester_beacon

We have online service on our
YouTube channel every Sundaydo join us!
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